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A faceoff on three issues -- and a couple of
attacks

The candidates for the state's top office gave details on leadership, roads
and education. They also flung some shots across the podium.

Rochelle Olson and Dane Smith, SarTrbune saffwriers

Atthe end ofW ednesdays debate am ong the candidates forgovemorof

M fhnesota, GO P ncum bentTin Paw Enty tried to puthi opponents 11 the sam e
boat, Bbelng Attomey G eneralM ke Hatch and govemm entconsulantPeter
Hutchihson "the Hatthison boys"because they have the "sam e approach" —
advocatihg m ore spendig orstate program s.

Hutchison, the hdependence Party canddate, alko ted hi foes together,
sayng they had spumed 26 debate nviations, duckig so m any appeamnces
that "they m ay have to form theirown chapterofDucks Unln ied."

DFLerHatch stayed sokl focused on Paw knty, accusihhg hin ofusig 'dodges
and ginm ks" to balbnce budgetshortfals. "Fom erGov.] Ame Carkon cals
Enmn accountng,"Hatch sail.

Those Ines ofattack accounted forsom e ofthe fiesherm ateraln a 1l polie
90-m hute debate.

The debate W ednesday nghtbefore an audEence ofabout500 atthe Unversiy
ofM nnesota was the candidates'thid pintappeamnce; ourm or are
schedukd.

Paw knty said he was conviced thatM finesota i poied t© contnue is
'"maton-kadihg" status on justabouteverythihg and descrbed hi kadershp
sty as "posidve" and m arked by "em otonalm aturty."

Hutchihson said his m ostin portantconvicton, "oeleving n and trusting
ciizens," com es fiom a lifetin e of studyihg public policy and som e 15 years
heig state and bcalgovemm ents reform theiroperatons.

Hatch em phaszed hi careras attomey generaland a Bwyerwho has worked
tressly to cham pn the causes ofordnary peopk.Refernng to hi com bative
styke,Hatch sad, "Im ay have m ade m takes, butat kastIm notthe
passie-aggressive type who doesn tspeak up ."

Roads and schools

Debate M nnesota, a nonprofitw ih a m uljoartsan boaxd, sponsored the event
atthe Ted M ann ConcertHallon the U 8 W estBank.M oderatorD J.Tie, an
edioratthe S@rTrbune, asked the candidates whatthey woull do to create a
"com prehensie solitbn" to the pwbkm ofthe state &llng behind on wad
constmicton and where they woul getthe m oney.
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Hutchihson said, "The rads 1 thi state are notvery good" and contended that
drivers on hterstate Hwy. 94 phy 'dodge em '"w ih pothoks.He bhm ed

Paw Enty orbornow g m oney forbig mad progcts to the detrim entof

m altenance.He said he woul supporta gas tax ncrease of10 cents hh two
phases of5 cents each.

ButHatch m ade no such com m im ent, and both his opponents accused hin of
sdesteppig the queston.He aleged thatmmlareas have been negkcted on
tansporaton needs and sai the sate has to '"ouid ttustbefore we @k about
the revenue side ofthe debate ."

Paw knty argued thathe was shoullering too m uch bm e forpoormads. "its
notfarrt take a 20yearbackbg and say Paw kenty should fix talln 36
m onths,"he sad.

Aflerthe fistround ofanswers, Hutthiison, a busihess consulant, sad, "Tgota
adm i, thatwas notvery enlghtenig.M ke Hatch wants to adm e the probkm
butnottellus whathe s gong to do"and Tin Paw Enty spenthi tin e sayng
Hatch didn tanswerthe queston.

Hutchihson said the state & on a "path to dsaster."He caled the pknned
Crosstown upgrade the m ostbungkd profctih M nnesota hitory.

"Fw e beleved 1 accountabilty, we 8 fire the com m ssbnerof transportaton,"”
he said, a dirrecthiatLt.Gov.CamlM ohau, who kads the agency.

Hatch said agan he won ttak aboutrevenue untilhe s certain miralaras wil
geta faxrshare and he firstdevebps 'the trustofthe state " Paw kEnty said he
suppoits the constiutbnalam endm enton the balbth Novem berto dedtrate all
proceeds fiom the 6 5 perxentvehick saks @x to wads and transi.

W hen the subpcttumed to educaton, the candidates wer asked t© descrbe
how they woul pursue r=fom , accountabilty and com petiton whik controling
costncreases.

Hatch said the state needs a "op-notch education system "w ih affordabk
access to colkge and allday khdergaren.

Paw Enty said 95 percentofthe debate i1 education has been abouthow m uch
m oney to gwve the system . "Iw fllconthue t© Poree the questbn:How dowe
spend the m oney bettier?"

A s schook superntendent, Hutthison sail, he amed an In portant ksson:
rally m atters whatyou say you expect.He said the system aleady has
com petiton and choie, butneeds to work orevery child.

I his rbuttal, Hatch decried the federm1No Chid LeffBehihd Actbecause i
Porees teachers t do "a btofteachig o the test."ButPaw Enty sad student
ach®vem entm ustbe m easured.
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