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Hutchinson on the offensive at U of M debate
Sep 27, 2006 -- 11:59 PM CDT
Craig Cox

T whatwas pmobably the hstpublc candfate forum before the Novem ber7 ekctbn, hdependence
Party candiate PeterHutchiison took the offensive atW ednesday’s gubematoraldebate w ith D FLe:
M ke Hatch and Republcan Gov.Tin Paw kenty atthe Ted M ann ConcertHallon the Unwersiy o:

M nnesota’s M nhneapols cam pus.

Caling the rmce “an ekctbn about kadership ,” the form erM hneapols schook superntendentepeatedl
criticzed Paw knty and Hatch for ‘ducking” the probkm s facihg the state i the areas ofeducaton and
transporaton.

‘Youtve gotto focus to getthigs done ” Hutchiison sail, notihg thatthe two m ajprpartes have been
wasthg tin e and enegy hagglg overthe “seven G ‘s~ guns, god, gay m arrage, gynecobgy, gam bing
green caxs, and stadim s rghdBtors— nistead ofpayihg attenton t the Bsues thatreally affectthe
lves ofM hnesotans.

On the state’s eroding transporaton hfiastmcture, Hutthhison took Paw Enty o task brefishg ©
supportan hcrease 1 the gas tax and orbunglhg the C rosstown progct. W e 1= on a path to dsaster,”
he sail. Ewe beleved 1 accountabiliy we woul fire the com m sbneroftransporation

Hutchison alko criticzed Hatch riaiing to com e up w ih a phn to address the tansportaton issue
beyond hi support fora dedirated M otorVehike Saks Tax thatwould pum p an estin ated $300 m illon a
year hto the state’s tansporatbn budget. That figure, he said, ‘woull do aboutone-fifth ofthe pb

The realsoliton woull com e fiom a 10-centpergalbn hcrease 11 the gasole tax, Hutthihson said.

On the educaton fiont, Hutchiison derded the fedem1No Chid LeftBehind Actand stessed the need
ormor state indihg orearly chithood educaton, allday khderganen pwogmam s, and fnancilai fo:
colege students. These hvestm ents, whih he said woull ttalabout$400 m fon a year, would be m ade
possbE by a com prrhensie phn t© 'h 1 healh care costs statew e, which he sail drives up the cost
ofeducaton.

Paw Enty acknow kdged the “civiland respectiildifferences” betw een he and hi opponents, who he
affectonately referned to as ‘M ke and PeterHatchihson,” Buthe and Hatch devoted m ostofthel
spamig foreach other, w ith Hatch accusig the govemorofcutthg educaton two years ago nh a way
that ‘destwoys hope” and Paw Enty repeatedl suggesting thatthe attomey genermlwas phyng fastand
bose w ih the facts and w ithhoX g the costs ofhi proposed progmam s. ‘He’'s m ade an enom ous

am ountofprom Bes,” Paw knty sail.

Atsevemlpoits durihg the hour-bng debate, the two fbbed atone anotheroverHatch’s posion on the
2002 budget, w ih Paw knty chin 1ig his opponent supported as m any as 13 differenttax hcreases o
baknce the budget. Hatch repeatedl denkd the alegaton, attem ptihhg to chrfy hi posion, w th itk
success.Finally, w ith the two ofthem tradig chamges nstead ofansw ering questons, Hutchiison sm ied
bmwadl and mised hi am s as fto negotate a tuce.

Hatch ocused on his reputatbn as one who has “stood up Porthe litke guy,” passbnatel dechring his
comm im entt rbuidihg whathe descrbed as the state’s erodihg m ddE chss, and ekig on the
HM O s.'Im notswayed by populbrity,” he sail.

Buthe declhed o exphi where he woull find the revenue orhi tansportaton agenda, expbihing that
he was ‘hotgoig to tak aboutrevenue untilIbuil tust’ betw een m etro and outstate m otorists.

Forhi part, Paw Enty stayed on the defensive m ostofthe evenig, touthg whathe caled ‘historc
hvestm ents 11 educaton and tansporaton” despie the chalenges ofa post9/11 economy. ‘M finesota
¥ agratstate,”he safl. W ere dohg pretty well, and we ve gotm ore to do .

He defended his tansportatbn agenda, sayihg he faced a 20-yearbackbg n tansporaton profcts and
chilihg his crifcs for 'wantihg Paw nty to fix £ 36 m onths

And, w th the state’s budgetcrisi undercontiol, the govemorchin ed thatthers woull be furthe:
Iivestm ent i educatbn, coupkd w ih a dem and orm ore accountability. ‘W e e kading the naton 1n

educaton efom ,"he sail.

Butther willlkely be no furthervotereducaton before M hinesotans go t the pols, as netherHatch no:
Paw Enty woull answerHutchiison’s chalenge to debate three m ore tin es before the ekctbn.
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