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Gubernatorial candidate Hutchinson says Pawlenty, Hatch are
ducking chance to debate

by T.W. Budig
ECM capitol reporter

T an eckctic process whith hclided the use ofyelow ducks, the finalfive gubematoraldebates em exged on
W ednesday Sept.20).

Thdependence Party gubematoralcandidate PeterHutchinison, finked by supporters 1 duck suis, appeared atthe
Capiolt Bm basthi gubematoralopponents fornotdebatng.

Hutchinison chamged thatGov.Tin Paw knty and Attomey G eneralM ke Hatch were skippig outon whatam ounted t©
Pb htewews w th the voters — debates.

Hutchison rrad ofseres ofproposed debates thatnevertook phce.
Ateach m entbn, the ducks, Bbeled ‘Tin d Tin “and ‘M ad M ke ,” tossed a sym bolc sm allphstic duck on the fbor.

ButHatch cam pan spokesperson Lesle Sandberg said Hatch wanted to debate Paw Enty. ‘Thi cam paign & about
hi PawEenty’s) Pb perform ance,” she sad.

W ih Ess than 50 days to EEecton Day, there has been two gubematoraldebates — one atFam Festi Augustand
the otheratthe M nesota Cham berofComm erce bstweek.

Hutchnson was genem Iy credied w th perform g wellatthe Cham berdebate.

Late W ednesday aftemoon the Paw Enty cam pagn published a Iistof five debates govemorPaw knty has agreed tc
attend.

The first, sponsored by Debate M inesota, w illtake phce nextW ednesday Sept.27) eveniig at7 pm .atTed M ann
ConcertHallatthe Un¥ersiy ofM hnesota.

OnOct.5,a debate & schedulkd atthe RochesterCham berofComm erxce w th two tekvied debates —
KSTP-TV League ofW om en Voters on O ct. 29 and publc tekEvisbn’s M In anac”on Nov.3 — schedukd.

The fnaldebate & expected to @ke phce on Sunday,Nov.5,on M hnesota Public Radb.
Late W ednesday, Hutchinison, 1 a statem ent, bm ented onl a handfulofdebates rem aned.

“IFhe Paw knty) gets hi way, the peopk ofM nnesota w illhave only seven opporunikes o evaliate the candidates
forgovemor,” said Hutchihson, hclidihg the fisttwo debates.

‘He doesn‘twantto face the peopk ofM nnesota, and the peopk are the ulin ate bsers,” said Hutchihson.

The Paw Enty cam pagn did notrespond to an e-m ailforcom m ent.
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